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Remembering Mr. Josef Sinkovits   
On Tuesday, June 24th 2008, we received the sad news that our long time member Mr. Josef (Joe) Sinkovits had 

passed away in the hospital after a brief stay. 

Joe and his wife Maria (RIP) joined our Church in 1981 through the wedding of their son Gerhart and had been 

members ever since.  Their grandchildren were baptized in our Church and their 50th wedding anniversary was 

ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ {ǘΦ wŀǇƘŀŜƭΩǎ hƭŘ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ 

Joe was born in Rechnitz, Burgenland, Austria, were he grew up with his brother.  As soon as he was 18 years 

old, he was drafted into the military and fought during the war throughout Europe including Stalingrad.  After 

the war he took over the family vineyard and married his wife Maria.  They immigrated to Canada in 1954, first 

living in Winnipeg, and a few years later moved to Vancouver, where he worked as a printer until his retirement 

in 1988.  His passion was wine making, hunting, and fishing; he loved to have friends (continue on the next page)                  

above left picture: Joe is hugged by Mr. Napoleon Durocher, on the right of him Mr. Camilo Bastiampilai. At the picnic 
of the Church in 2003; above right:   at the 50th wedding anniversary of Joe and Maria Sinkovits in June of 2002, left 
to right: Fr. Jürgen Schmode, Mr. Gerhart Sinkovits, Mr. Joe & Maria Sinkovits; Bishop Gérard LaPlante, Fr. Gordon 

Hangerud, server  

Mr. Josef Sinkovits 

1922 - 2008 
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above picture: a long time ago: The graduation 
paper from his school in Rechnitz, Austria; 

Believe it or not: Behavior - very good  

continued    ...and family over for special events and 

many times Bishop Gérard and Fr. Jürgen where 

guests at his home. He supplied the Church with his 

delicious home-made wine.  Many children of the 

Church remember him, because he always carried 

candy in his pocket, which he distributed after Holy 

Mass. 

He died after a short battle with cancer surrounded 

by his sons and their families on June 24, 2008 at the 

age of 85 years. He is survived by his 2 sons, Joe 

(Nazira) and Gerhart (Darlene), 4 grandchildren, Mi-

kail, Aleia-Marie, Tianna and Brycen. He was prede-

ceased by his wife Maria in 2004.      
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Above picture: 27 June 2004 - The ashes of his wife 
Maria were blessed at St. Raphael's Old Catholic Church. 

Prayers will be offered on Sunday, July 6, 2008 at 10:30 am.                      

at St. Raphael's Old Catholic Church, 715 E. 51st St., Vancouver, BC 

In lieu of flowers, donations to the Old Catholic Church of B. C. in Josef's 

name would be appreciated by the family.  
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Left picture: Letter from Joeôs 
brother written on 20 Septem-

ber 1944 from the Russian 
front. 

 
He ends the letter with: ñé I 
hope for a healthy reunion. 
Your brother Ludwig.ò 

 
A few days later he was killed in 

action; the site of his burial is 
unknown. 

 
By that time Joeôs parents had 
already passed away and he 
was the only one left in his  

family.  


