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First Report
Summary of the Old Catholic Church of BC
And the Utrecht Union of Old Catholic Churches
Introduction
Starting in the summer of 2000, due to an uncharitable view of the Old Catholic
groups in America on the Internet by the German Old Catholic Church, Bishop
Gérard LaPlante – who knew the then Vicar General of the German Old Catholic
Church Fr. Hans-Werner Schlenzig – came to the defense of these groups. Under
the advice of Fr. Schlenzig and Bishop Joachim Vobbe of the Old Catholic Church
of Germany, we started correspondence with the Utrecht Union. Letters, memos,
faxes, etc. were sent and received.
Attached is a listing of all the documents and letters.

Long application process
On the 13 March 2002, the Rt. Rev. Michael Ingham, Bishop of the Anglican
diocese of New Westminster, answered a letter sent by the Utrecht Union (20
February 2002) “…enquiring about his knowledge of the Old Catholic Church of
BC.” His response was positive but not factual. This letter caused a strain in the
relationship of the Old Catholic Church of BC and Bishop Michael Ingham; in
protest members, clergy, and friends of the Old Catholic Church wrote to Bishop
Michael about it. A scheduled meeting to be held between Bishop LaPlante and
Bishop Ingham was cancelled by him on 11 April 2002. To the credit of Bishop
Ingham – he was misinformed – cordial and fraternal relations were resumed and
are continuing to this day.
In a letter dated 11 June 2004, Bishop Vobbe informed Mr. Don Roy (Vice
President of the Board of the Old Catholic Church of BC ) – in German –
concerning the admissibility of the Old Catholic Church of BC into the Utrecht
Union. He stated “that in a discussion with the Vicar General Schlenzig I only
mentioned that it would be of advantage, if you would make an official
application to join the International Bishop’s Conference”.

1 Utrecht Reports

It is to be noted that due to Bishop LaPlante, the Old Catholic Church of
Germany gained as members Mr. Jürgen Alsbach, his wife, and later his
infant daughter Lina Sophie who was baptized by Bishop LaPlante at St.
James Church (Jakobuskirche), in Koblenz, Germany on 2 June 2006. He is
on the board of the Church. Another couple, Mr. & Mrs. Benno Riehl - also
from Koblenz, were married at St. Raphael’s Old Catholic Church,
Vancouver, Canada, in January 1991 and joined the Old Catholic Church of
Germany via St. Raphael's Old Catholic Church. Their two daughters were
baptized at St. James Old Catholic Church (Jakobuskirche) in Koblenz,
Germany.
Further letters from the Utrecht Union and its representative Archbishop
Vercammen followed. On the 21 January 2005, the International Bishops’
Conference asked the Old Catholic Church of BC to pay for the travelling expenses
and lodging of the Rev. Fr. Jürgen Wenge for a personal contact, to “… send a

theologian to you with the aim to become more familiar with your
situation… Unfortunately it is impossible for the IBC to pay for the visit
of its representative. Therefore we kindly request you to pay for his
travelling (flight Germany/Canada in economy class) and to host him
during his visit… it should be clear that the IBC is taking your request
very seriously.” The letter was signed by Mrs. A.M. van Kasteel-Folkers, the Adj.
Secr.

Acceptance
In a letter dated 7 July 2006, sent to Bishop LaPlante by the Presiding Bishop of
the International Old Catholic Bishops Conference of the Utrecht Union the Most
Rev. Joris A.O.L. Vercammen, he stated “…the Bishops invite you to take part in
their conference and are ready to welcome your Church as a member of the
Utrecht Union… We thank the Lord for inviting us to open our communion and we
believe you are a gift to all of us.”
In June 2006 – as stated earlier – Bishop LaPlante went to baptize Lina Sophie
Alsbach at St. James (Jakobuskirche) Old Catholic Church, Koblenz, Germany
assisted by the Old Catholic Priest of the parish, the Rev. Fr. Ralf Staymann.
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We also received an inquiry from Dom Klaus Schlapps of the Order of Port Royal
(Old Catholic) from St. Severin in Germany on June 30, 2006, asking Bishop
LaPlante to supervise and incardinate some of his clergy in North America. Bishop
LaPlante referred this matter to Archbishop Vercammen because he did not want
to interfere with the diocese of the German Old Catholic Church.

International Old Catholic Congress in Freiburg, Germany, 7 – 11 August 2006

In a letter sent to Bishop LaPlante on 6 July 2006 by Dr. Frauke SchmitzGropengiesser of the local congress committee, she stated: “We are pleased that
you intend to participate in the Old Catholic Congress in Freiburg”. Reservations
for the room, travelling, expenses – including the congress fee - were paid by
Bishop LaPlante, so the Bishops of the Utrecht Union were well aware of Bishop
LaPlante’s visit to the congress.
On Wednesday 9 August 2006 at 3:00 pm, a celebration of the Holy Eucharist of
the Union of Utrecht commemorating 75 years of the Bonn Agreement with the
Anglican Church was held at St. Martin’s Roman Catholic Church in Freiburg,
Germany. Celebrants were Archbishop Vercammen, Archbishop Rowan Williams
(Anglican Church), Bishops of the Utrecht Union and non-members of the Utrecht
Union also participated: The Most Rev. Godofredo J. David, Supreme Bishop of
the Independent Philippine Church, the Bishop of the Swedish Lutheran Church,
the Most Rev. Anders Wejryd, the Rev. Canon Gregory K. Cameron, Deputy
Secretary General of the Anglican Communion and others. To his surprise, Bishop
LaPlante was not invited to participate, contrary to the letter of acceptance “…as
a gift to us … are ready to welcome your Church as a member of the Utrecht
Union…” see the letter of 7 July 2006 by Archbishop Vercammen. Bishop LaPlante
was seated with the guests of other denominations - the Roman Catholic Church,
the Coptic Orthodox Church, the Evangelical Church of Germany, etc. – and not
one word of being accepted as a new member was mentioned while every other
non-member was publicly welcomed.

3
3 Utrecht Reports

In a meeting he brought this up with Archbishop Vercammen and told him of his
disappointment and feeling of betrayal by their actions contrary to their written
statements. Archbishop Vercammen told him: “You are in the Union! When you
will come back next - February 2007 for the Bishops’ conference – please tell them
of this kind of treatment and rightly make your feelings known to them “- “…you
are part of the Union and can use this on your business card and letterhead.” On
the next day, Thursday 10 August 2006 the Old Catholic Church of BC and Bishop
LaPlante were mentioned in the meeting in the hall of the Karlschule.
When Bishop LaPlante met Archbishop Williams of the Anglican Church, he
greeted the Archbishop mentioning best wishes from his brother Bishop the Rt.
Rev. Michael Ingham of the New Westminster diocese in Canada, “I know, you
mentioned it to me yesterday” he responded in a cold, distant manner, unfriendly
towards a brother in Christ.
Upon his return to Vancouver, Canada, Bishop LaPlante called a board meeting,
clergy and parishioners, and told them of his trip; that the welcome was not
sincere, mentioning his experiences stated above. His feeling was not to go to the
International Bishops’ Conference to be held in February 2007 but to send
someone to represent us. The majority voted for sending Bishop LaPlante at that
meeting, despite the Bishop’s reluctance.
In the News
The Anglican Journal (official newspaper for the Anglican Church of Canada)
published an article regarding our acceptance on 1 December 2006. The
Canadian Press also wrote a story (27 December 2006) which appeared in the CBC
(27 December 2006) and many Canadian newspapers [Toronto Sun, The Chronicle
Herald (Halifax), Times-Herald (Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan) The Daily News
(Truro, Saskatchewan), Daily Herald (Prince Albert, Saskatchewan), Cape Breton
Post (Sydney, Nova Scotia), Niagara Falls Review (Ontario), Belleville Intelligencer,
(Ontario), to name a few] – all last week of December 2006, first week of January
2007, picked it up and published the news as
well.
This publicity for the Utrecht Union of Old Catholic Churches was well received
and a first in Canada from coast to coast.
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A front page article on the Church, its work, history, clergy was also published 10
February 2007 in the Vancouver Courier followed by another write up in the
same newspaper on 8 June 2007 after the consecration of Bishop Jürgen
Schmode.
International Bishops’ Conference in Wislikofen, Switzerland, 4 – 8 February
2007
On January 26, 2007, Bishop LaPlante and Fr. Claude Lacroix (Old Catholic Church
of BC in Lac Beauport, Québec) departed for Europe - air travel, lodging, expenses
were paid by the Old Catholic Church of BC – “as a guest of the International
Bishops’ Conference of the Union of Utrecht” to be held in Wislikofen,
Switzerland 4 – 8 February 2007. This location is a former Roman Catholic
Monastery (still belonging to the Roman Catholic Church) but operated by lay
people under contract for room & board; different associations, organizations,
etc. use these facilities for conferences (see www.propstei.ch). The Chapel is still
used for the locals and visitors.
The events at the International Bishops’ Conference are in the report of Bishop
LaPlante here included.
The Future
Now our Church is recognized from coast to coast and continuing its “missionary
work”. Our prayers and love will not cease toward all and permit me to quote a
part of the sermon from Archbishop Rowan Williams on 9 August 2006 at the
International Old Catholic Congress during the celebration of the Holy Eucharist in
Freiburg, Germany:
After all, when God comes to live in a home or a human
life, He disturbs and changes things. He is not a quiet or
an easy guest, and once we have let Him through the
door, we cannot trust Him to behave conventionally. Remember the
invitation He accepts from Simon the
Pharisee in Luke 7? Jesus may be a guest but He is quite capable of
criticizing His host’s hospitality and exposing
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its limits, the fear and contempt that lie close to the surface
of an apparent welcome. We may think we should like
Him to come to our house; but it is not a safe assumption
that we shall feel at home with Him when He arrives. The
places where we live are all of them too small for Him,
and only as we allow our hearts and imaginations to
grow can we possibly begin to get used to this stranger
who wants to be at home with us.
Prophetic words, indeed, let’s try to practice it.
The peace of our risen Lord Jesus Christ to All.
Rt. Rev. J. Gérard LaPlante
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Second Report February 2007
International Old Catholic Bishops’ Conference
Wislikofen, Switzerland, 4 – 8 February 2007
I departed January 26, 2007, for Frankfurt, Germany and arrived the morning of January 27,
2007. I was met at the airport by, Mr. Jürgen Alsbach, from Koblenz (Simmern) Germany, a
good friend of mine and the Church. He joined the Old Catholic Church in Koblenz via St.
Raphael’s Old Catholic Church over 14 years ago and is on the board of the Church! I baptized
his daughter, Lina Sophie, last June (2006) at St. Jakobus Old Catholic Church in Koblenz. His
wife, his parents, Mrs. Barbara McKenzie (Bellevue, Washington, USA), Mr. James Gee
(Vancouver, B.C.), many local friends and relatives were all present for this happy occasion.
I stayed at Jürgen’s residence in Simmern until February 2, 2007. He then drove me to
Haarlem, Holland to meet the Old Catholic Church Bishop, Rt. Rev. Jan-Lambert Wirix-Speetjens
and he took us for lunch. After, Jürgen departed for Simmern. In the evening, the Bishop took
me to the Parish of Anna + Maria where the Priest, (called here Pastor) Peter Feenstra showed
me the inside of the Church and old vestments (similar to the ones at St. Raphael’s) are stored.
His wife is another Pastor and teacher of theology – Angela Berlis who takes care of the
children and Church.
I also visited another Church – large compared to the rest – near the North Sea, also in Holland.
The Pastors Münch there are also a team and they lived in the rectory of the Church (3 children
I believe) and here the Priest showed me a very old monstrance still being used in that Parish
(Egmond aan Zee). Bishop Jan-Lambert joined me, the Priest, his wife, and two parishioners for
an evening prayer service in the Church conducted by a young man with an incense burner lit
during the service in front of the altar rail. The service lasted about half an hour. I was
surprised because last August in Freiburg, Germany Archbishop Vercammen told me that it was
not part of the Old Catholic tradition. I was a guest of the Bishop of Haarlem at a local
restaurant and then he drove me back – about one hour – and arrived at Archbishop
Vercammen’s residence at 11:30 pm. I stayed at this house for two nights.
Saturday 3 February
In the morning Archbishop Vercammen took me by train to Utrecht to visit the cathedral, the
Dean, and questioning for about 2 hours by Dr. Angelis Berlis. As mentioned earlier she is
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married to Pastor Peter Feenstra and she stated that “they have a tradition that the
consecration of Gene Robinson was not correct, that despite their reputation the Dutch have
high morale, etc.” Again I was surprised at all of that, and told her that the ‘Robinson Case’
should be discussed with the Episcopal Church of the USA, and that Archbishop Vercammen
was at the installation of the Lady Bishop, and he, as the representative of the Union of Utrecht,
should raise these concerns. It has nothing to do with me or our Church. She also asked me if
we have “Canon Law”! “No,” I replied, “Send us yours!” The Dean asked me why there was a
list of my Episcopal succession, and suggested it should be removed. Archbishop Vercammen
added that to say on the Internet that we are the sole representative in North America should
also be removed from the Internet site as not to offend the Episcopal Church – just say “Utrecht
Union”. This was done when I talked by phone to Fr. Jürgen the next day. I do not use the
internet and am not interested in it. Fr. Jürgen does all the internet work for our Church.
After this visit of Utrecht with Angela and the Dean (by the way: Angela is the one I met in
Freiburg last August and on the morning of the second day sat with her for a coffee and told her
at that time that it was not very polite and strange that as a new member of the Utrecht Union,
I was not invited to concelebrate, while non-members were invited such as the Church of
Sweden and the Independent Philippine Church, and she left excusing herself – the next day the
Old Catholic Church of BC was at least mentioned.) Archbishop Vercammen was surprised that
I knew her already. I learned that she was the President of the committee of the organization
for the August 2006 celebration! We took the train back to Amersfoort where the Bishop’s
house is situated. It belongs to the estate of the Old Catholic Church and very plush and in a
wealthy area – the house is very spacious and modern and upon a large piece of land (for
Holland.) Certainly not a poor district. The former seminary for the Old Catholic Church is
about 5 minutes from the Bishops’ residence. It is very well built and it was financed by “The
Protestant Episcopal Church of the USA and the Polish National Catholic Church of the USA”
(Entrance Plaque). It ceased to be a seminary after 10 years. It rents to different agencies and
the Chapel is rented to a group of Russian Orthodox, who moved often over disputes, I was
told.
It was about 1 p.m. Saturday, February 3, and Archbishop Vercammen told me that he was
going to visit family members in Belgium, and he would be back at 11 p.m. We stopped at the
seminary, where the Priest (Pastor) of the Parish Ss. James and Augustine was preparing a
group of about 15 people to be lay readers. Archbishop Vercammen gave me the key of the
house. I served myself coffee and toast in the ‘seminary’ kitchen as the caretaker told me that
he is hired and not a believer of that faith! So the Pastor van der Velde, who is also the Pastor
at The Hague, told me that Archbishop Vercammen asked him to take me to his Church at The
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Hague. He explained the lay readers, paintings on the wall of the former seminary of Jansenists
people – mostly French – from Port Royal were given asylum in Holland. I told him at the end
that he forgot “Dominique Marie Varlet”. “I know” he said. We were going to meet at 3 p.m. I
waited until 3:34 p.m. and he and a lay reader (who told me that he just joined the Church two
months ago) live at The Hague on the same street. He drove us with his small car to The Hague,
about 1 ½ hour drive. Upon arrival at The Hague this driver visited with us the Palace where the
Queen of Holland received dignitaries etc. – not open to the public.
The driver went to his apartment and next the Priest took me inside this residence, he received
me well and after his partner arrived they showed me the inside of the Church, upstairs Chapel,
hall where the synod met, etc.; then they took me for supper at a local Chinese restaurant.
After more discussion, they took me to the train station, paid my ticket and told me that they
would have liked to drive me back, but the train which takes an hour, is faster. After a 10
minute walk from the train station, I arrived at Archbishop Vercammen’s residence at 11:30 pm
– had a glass of wine with the Archbishop and his wife and told him about the good reception
by the Priest of Ss. James & Augustine Church at The Hague.
Sunday 4 February 2007
On Sunday, morning got up at 5:00 am, had breakfast with the Archbishop and departed by
train to Amsterdam. There we flew to Zurich and by train to Baden, Switzerland and were met
by a Professor, who belongs to the Christ Catholic Church of Switzerland (Old Catholic). We had
a small lunch at the rented monastery (Wislikofen, R.C.) and went back to pick up Fr. Lacroix
and Bishop Vobbe of Germany. Holy Mass was said by Bishop Mueller and sermon by
Archbishop Vercammen. The only Mass being said for the 4 days. Every evening a kind of
Vesper was said in German, Polish, Czech, not a word of French of course! The monastery is
owned by the local Roman Catholic diocese, but administered by contracted lay people. It used
to be a Benedictine monastery. A chapel is used by the locals and group visitors.
When we were on the train, I happened to asked Archbishop Vercammen if he had ever heard
of Serge Theriault. Much to my surprise, the Archbishop said he had received a letter from
Theriault complaining about the Old Catholic Church of B.C.’s acceptance by the Utrecht Union.
This is the first I had heard of the letter. The Archbishop said that Theriault was “frustrated” by
our acceptance and took issue with us being the North American representative of the Utrecht
Union. This letter was written July 4, 2006, over 8 months ago and this is the first I heard of it!
When was the Archbishop planning to bring this matter to my attention? I would not even
know of its existence if I did not happen to mention Theriault’s name to the Archbishop. I asked
Archbishop Vercammen for a copy of the letter. He said that he would provide me a copy when
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he returned to the monastery. The following day, Monday, when I still had not received my
copy – I again made my request to the Archbishop and was finally given a copy on Tuesday.
Theriault has corresponded with me since 1974 (see the file) and wrote that I was the most
serious of the evangelical movement in Canada! (See: De Quebec à Utrecht; Laval Thesis; his
letter is included). Theriault is not telling his whole story. Not a word of having been with the
Anglican Church of Canada for over 10 years and telling me that he left after “10 years of hell!”
I told Archbishop Vercammen to check with Rt. Rev. Michael Peers (former Primate). That
evening I contacted Fr. Jürgen to send the “Theriault file” of correspondence to Archbishop
Vercammen. It’s up to him and the Utrecht Union to evaluate the accuracy of Theriault’s
information, together with his deliberate omission of his own personal history, before passing
judgment. I regret that I had not even been given the courtesy to comment on the letter and
answer any potential questions this letter may have raised. This seems deceitful.

Monday 5 February 2007
So Monday was my presentation of our Church. I first showed them a map of Canada, how big
and vast our country is compared to Europe. Explained our First Nations, Métis, etc. and
passed our literature from Bishop Mack – The Anawim – Prayers, Holy Eucharist (our own),
Facts about the Old Catholic Church of BC, Photos, etc. Suddenly Bishop Vobbe – when he got
the calendar given to us by the funeral home – took it and started shaking it and saying, “This
calendar has the 15th of August as the Assumption of Mary that this is not Old Catholic.” I could
not believe a former Roman Catholic Priest talking this way. I explained that these calendars
are free and distributed all over the Catholic Churches in the lower mainland, to no avail. He
went on to say that in our book of “Facts of the Old Catholic Church of BC” that the line of
Matthews succession is there and is not recognized by Utrecht. To that I stated that it was
already discussed and in the letter of acceptance by Archbishop Vercammen, it stated “…you
are a real ecclesiastical community and as you certainly had the right intention with ordaining,
we do not expect major problems concerning the issue” (7 July 2006) and that under the
Statutes of the Old Catholic Church …when a Bishop is duly elected by a board, chapter, people
it is accepted. All my papers were sent and duly registered in Victoria in 1973 and my
consecration papers, etc. (ordination) were also sent. We actually sent the documents all three
times we were asked! All pertinent material was also provided to Fr. Wenge on his paid visit to
investigate us. He was provided with pamphlets about the church, all liturgies used by us and
additional copies of anything he requested.
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Bishop Vobbe went on again in an angry manner – stating that the Anglicans were the first
missionaries in America. Here again I corrected him and told him “you’re in error, the first
missionaries in Canada and America were Catholics and French – facts are facts – and were
Jesuits and Récollets” and reminded him that when he talked about Matthews succession, the
R.C. Church since Pope Leo XIII does not recognize Anglican orders and in Canada we called that
“the Dutch touch” when an Anglican Bishop is consecrated and a Bishop of the Union of Utrecht
participates; and again, why now?
Bishop Vobbe first complained about Matthew’s succession (he was consecrated by Gerardus
Gul of Utrecht). Again, this is history -- I am not responsible. I told Bishop Vobbe the problem
with most of you is that you are former Roman Catholic Priests (Vobbe, Vercammen, Heitz, and
Wirix-Speetjens) and it showed up again in their discussions. I told them that they are trying to
run this like a little Vatican. He continued complaining about Mariology because we recite the
rosary. I told him that many High Church in the Anglican Communion have it. He complained
about the Assumption of Mary. I said call it “dormition” then like the Orthodox. Again I
reminded him of my cultural background; for the Acadians “People of the Assumption” the 15th
August is a holiday in many parts of Europe, including Germany, Austria, Italy, etc. and that this
kind of discussion is very improper and insulting to me and Fr. Lacroix, and was fruitless and out
of context.
I told him about a huge painting in the Episcopal building in Seattle of the Episcopal Church (St.
Mark’s) and when visiting in November 2005 with Rev. Fr. Dr. Pete Strimer, I pointed out this
painting of the Assumption of Mary, to that he replied that it was a pagan Goddess! What can
one say!
Bishop Vobbe complained then about the Blessed Sacrament service. Again, I reminded him
that on my visit to 2 Churches of the Utrecht Union the Priests told me that these services are
part of their liturgy. Here I also told Archbishop Vercammen that last August he also told me
that it was not part of the Old Catholic tradition. In the Church in Egmond, Holland – one of the
largest build by the Old Catholics – the Priest Harald Münch showed me a monstrance so old
and antique that the insurance won’t cover it if left at the Church when not being used! Bishop
Vobbe then went on about the Liberal Catholic Church teaching reincarnation. “Not true,” I
said. I was consecrated by the Liberal Catholic Church branch (non-theosophical) and reminded
Bishop Vobbe that one of his Priests (very popular and well liked) believed in reincarnation. I
knew because Fr. Wenge told me about it last year while on his ‘investigation tour’ of our
Church in November 2005. Bishop Vobbe in a sign of hand just said that he kicked him out. I
said, “Sadly that Priest lost his life a few weeks later”. Bishop Vobbe again complained about
the facts – about the line of succession being printed, complained about us having saints! So
-5
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here again I told him of an example: St. Francis of Assisi is also venerated by the Anglican
Church, see the Blessings of Animals, etc. and what’s wrong with “Communion of the Saints?”
In short, it is unbelievable that after seven years of hard work, time, effort, and the expenditure
of about $12,000 in travel and related expenses; my travel twice from Vancouver to Germany,
Fr. Wenge’s trip to Vancouver and Fr. Lacroix to Switzerland -- it comes to this petty discussion
where most of them talked about tradition and being Bishops (majority former R.C.),
theologians, like Angela Berlis, who came to the Old Catholic Church at 16 years old, etc.
Archbishop Vercammen explained to them that our Church removed theosophical teaching
over 30 years ago, that I was consecrated by the non-theosophical section of the Church, so the
introduction was a disaster. But I was transparent and was told by our board ‘be yourself’ and
that is what I did! Another point that evening from Archbishop Vercammen, he was upset by
our request to consecrate Fr. Jürgen as my successor. Again I pointed out that it was their rules
I was following! He complained about Fr. Jürgen being ordained in 2 different Lutheran bodies.
Again I told him this is their rules. I really don’t know what triggered all of that. Why, after being
accepted, suddenly this change toward us? All this information has been openly acknowledged
by us. This should not have come as a surprise to them. They had already been informed of this
during their past inquiries and visit by their representative.
When the representative of the Episcopal Church of the USA, Bishop W. Michel Klusmeyer,
diocese of West Virginia spoke, he first presented a personal letter (not read) to Archbishop
Vercammen from the new Presiding Lady Bishop. Archbishop Vercammen was at her
installation. He did not participate, and when it came to Holy Trinity Anglican Church and the
complaint from Bishop Epting about Holy Trinity, I just read the letter of the Rev. Dr. Pete
Strimer, of the Episcopal diocese of Olympia, Seattle, Washington from the same Church –
saying: “… I have checked with our Canon to the Ordinary and we see no problem with a
relationship between the church you mention and the Old Catholic Church with whom we
remain in communion.” and he said: “What can I say!” All is documented. I mentioned to him
that when Fr. Wenge, representing the Archbishop and the Utrecht Union, visited, he came
along with us (myself, Fr. Jürgen Schmode, Mr. Jean Doucet) and met Rev. Dr. Peter Strimer at
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church and Bureau to tell him of our intention to join the Union and that I
was also Bishop for Holy Trinity Anglican Church (Redmond). That day, we all concelebrated at
Holy Trinity. What’s the problem?
That evening (Monday 5 February) Archbishop Vercammen told me that a meeting will be held
with the Bishops but not with me and Fr. Lacroix. I thought that was very curious to specifically
exclude us and guessed that we would be the topic of the exclusive meeting. In the morning
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Archbishop Vercammen told me that the request from us to consecrate Fr. Jürgen was not
accepted – and after supper that night he will talk to me and Fr. Lacroix. At the dinner table
Bishop Vobbe said to Fr. Lacroix “You are a poor church and a church for the poor”! After
supper only Archbishop Vercammen and Bishop Müller were sitting at the table with Fr. Lacroix
and me. He started to say how sad he was, how he feels very bad, how we do good work, how
he was going to write a letter to Bishop Michael Ingham explaining the situation; that we
should be under ‘the umbrella’ of the Anglican Church’. I brought up the first letter sent to
Bishop Michael suggesting we be integrated with his Church. This letter created a lot of turmoil
within our Church. The clergy, the board and all parishioners, wondered why the Utrecht Union
was not integrated themselves with the Anglican Church. The Union does not appear to be
practicing what they preach. We respect each other’s traditions and we expect the same
respect from all other religious groups.
Archbishop Vercammen kept apologizing and being sorry, etc. for the action taken at the
meeting. So in one night we are out of the Utrecht Union! I told him how deceived and sad I
felt and never will trust them – and departed. Fr. Lacroix and I did not participate for the rest of
the session. Later on in the evening Bishop Müller from Switzerland went to visit Fr. Lacroix in
his room and offered him money; “how can he survive in Quebec, etc.” And Thursday
Archbishop Vercammen gave me a book “Prayers for All Occasions” and wrote: “To Bishop
Gérard, In Friendship, Peace of the Lord be with you” +Joris -- and informed me that he did not
sleep at all following the (closed door) meeting.
Words are easy – and now the consequence? My friend Jürgen Alsbach, who joined 14 years
ago, whose daughter I baptized, and who sits on the Board of Parish in Koblenz, felt
disillusioned and let down. I asked him to stay with the Old Catholic Church regardless, for the
sake of his young family.
I told Archbishop Vercammen I came in good faith and departed betrayed and humiliated – so
be it. The future will tell. Their churches are empty and if it were not the money they get from
the Governments of Germany, Switzerland, Austria, Czech, Dutch, most of them could not
survive, and to see a church like ours where Priests worked scared them. I told them – they
also have many differences, example: Switzerland permits same sex marriage “and even have a
special service for common law”. Bishop Vobbe is adamantly opposed to it, and so are the
Czech and the Polish. So life will go on.
Bishop Vobbe told me: “You are always welcome to concelebrate when in Germany!” From my
pocket I showed him my rosary and said to him: “I will continue to say it.” And he replied “It’s
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not forbidden.” So we departed. On arriving in Koblenz, I did concelebrate mass at St. Jakobus
Old Catholic Church with Fr. Staymann.
Conclusion
The Utrecht Union is more powerful on paper than in reality. The church claims to have 20,000
members. Yet, my friend Jürgen Alsbach who has been attending every Sunday for 14 years at
St. Jakobus Old Catholic Church in Koblenz, says there are only about 10-12 people each
Sunday.
On the whole I feel deceived and disappointed. They don’t want anybody else joining the
Union – especially I believe from North America! It took us over 6 years to join. Then in one
day, they told us, we reconsidered – you are no longer a member of the Utrecht Union. The
reasons given – too long of a distance, not the same history (“they have it”, we don’t) Example:
Archbishop Vercammen did not even know that the founder of Old Catholicism in Europe,
Bishop Dominique Marie Varlet, was the Episcopal Vicar of the Roman Catholic Church in
Quebec and travelled all the way to Louisiana as a missionary Bishop!
PS: After my return to Germany, the Priest of St. James Old Catholic Church of Koblenz,
Germany, Rev. Fr. Ralf Staymann came to visit me at Mr. Jürgen Alsbach’s home on Friday, 16th
February 2006. Mr. Alsbach told him at that time, that as far as he is concerned the trust in the
German Church is gone. But because he has a child, he will continue to attend. His Bishop is
Bishop Gérard in Canada and he is loyal to him and because of him he has contributed $40,000
each year for at least ten years. The same is felt by the other members of the Old Catholic
Church of Koblenz, who joined them via St. Raphael’s Old Catholic Church in Vancouver, BC. I
encouraged him not to leave the Church for the good of his family.
Fr. Staymann also gave me the liturgical calendar of the Old Catholic Church of Germany at that
time. When I checked this official calendar of the German Old Catholic Church, they, too,
recognize the Assumption of Mary on August 15th. So again, Bishop Vobbe contradicted
himself. Why was the Bishop so mad about our calendar when the feast day is noted on their
calendar as well?
We do want to continue to be on good terms with the Anglicans and all religions. We hope to
have a relationship with the Anglican Church of Canada with some kind of covenant. We have
met and corresponded with the Anglican Archbishop of Québec, Rt. Rev. Bruce Stavert, in Lac
Beauport regarding support for our two priests in Québec represented by Fr. Lacroix. The
Archbishop has kindly offered different churches in the region for our use.
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On the whole, I found the entire experience with the Utrecht Union -- from the 6 years of
correspondence, to the first time I visited them in August 2006, until this past meeting in
February 2007 -- to be disappointing and disheartening and an almost fruitless waste of time
and money – to say nothing of the emotional toll it has taken on me personally. In the future, I
hope that anyone seeking association with the Utrecht Union will be treated more fairly.
Bishop Michael Ingham of the Anglican Church of Canada, diocese of New Westminster,
Vancouver, BC knows of our struggle and has supported us generously throughout the years in
many different ways. He met Fr. Jürgen Wenge, representative of the Utrecht Union and
Archbishop Vercammen, and was pleased like many other Anglican Bishops of our acceptance.
It is also a deception for them; however, our mutual respect, friendship, and our common goal
of evangelization in our country are continuing.

#

#
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Report: The Old Catholic Church of BC and Bishop Serge A. Theriault
Bishop Theriault’s ‘voluminous’ correspondence is part of the archives of the Old
Catholic Church of BC. In the 1970’s Fr. Theriault asked to be incardinated in the
Old Catholic Church of BC. In a letter dated 16 November 1981 he asked to be
consecrated by the Old Catholic Church of BC.
16 November 1981
Dear Gérard,
Included a press release concerning the creation of the “Ecumenical Society
of D. M. Varlet” for the board of the francophone mission. I hope it will be
of interest to you and we hope that you will be a member.
I was elected as the responsible of the mission, which is a cooperation
under the Government of Québec. Our Parish of St. Bernard of Clairvaux
continues slowly and we have now a sub-deacon who studied at St. Paul
University, Ottawa. We are in very serious difficulties with the Anglican
Church of Canada for 2 years, and the authorities refuse to recognize our
mission as an homogeneous francophone group. It is very possible that we
are forced to become ‘autocephalous’. I don’t wish it, but in a case of the
impossibility of an agreement, we will have to continue our project
independently.
Give me news about yourself, your Church, and the Liberal Catholic Church
of Ontario. Also, tell me if it is possible to obtain the Apostolic Succession
from your group in the eventuality that our Francophone mission is
obligated to go alone.
Pleasure to read from you.
Sincerely in Christ.
(signed)
Serge A. Theriault, Priest
Responsible of the Francophone Mission
20 December 1983
“… time has come for us to unite our talents and wealth! There is nothing
to expect from others! It’s up to us to create our own force, the rest will be
given to us.”
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3 January 1984
He mentioned that they are now members of the National Council of
Community Churches” and they are more “dynamical” than the Utrecht
Union. He suggests working together here instead of wasting energy with
the Utrecht Union, even if they are open to it.
He wrote two theses and in “De Québec à Utrecht” he stated on page 13 & 14 a
brief history of the Church in Vancouver, the apostolic succession, etc. and writing
on page 14:
“This group (the Old Catholic Church of BC) is the most serious of all the
movement of the evangelical movements in Canada. (Translated from
French)”.
The second thesis is about the life of the Dominique Marie Varlet “Vie et Oeuvre
de Dominique-Marie Varlet (1678 – 1742) – grand vicaire de l’évêque de Québec
et père de l’épiscopat vieux-catholique d’Utrecht – avec la correspondance se
rapportant à la Nouvelle-France (1713 – 1724) ” in: Dépôt legal à la Bibliothèque
Nationale du Québec au mois d’avril 1982.
In a French newspaper “Le droit – 28 mars 1978” a write up on Fr. Theriault as
being the only Priest of the Episcopalian Church (The Anglican Church of Canada),
and the English newspaper “The Citizen” on 25 February 1978 wrote about it. Fr.
Theriault worked for the Anglican Church of Canada for many years. His parish
was known as “St-Bernard de Clairvaux” and 1989 he stated in an announcement
that after reflection he decided not to pursue any longer to work for the FrenchCanadian Episcopalian Church (Anglican) (letter of 1st September 1989 from
Ottawa.)
On 14th September 1988 in a personal letter he wrote (translated from French):
My dear Gérard,
Your last letter from a previous date woke me up (Captain of a small boat)
but was telling the truth. In any case, the facts confirmed your point of
view, our board has decided recently to brake (links), to abandon our
relationship with the Anglicans “The Episcopal Church” and to utilise only
the name “Old Catholic”. I feel much better, because for 11 years I was
reduced to no power and was waiting in vain for “accommodations” that
never came.
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In practise this situation gives me much work, because we must leave the
Anglican Churches (Hull and Orleans) and redo publicity, etc. In this context
I would like to use your blue pamphlet about the Old Catholic Church of BC
which you have sent me and I find it well done. Will you give me
permission to change it from British Columbia for Québec and Ontario in
French? Also, if you have any other documentation which could be used by
our brothers and sisters, it would be welcome.
I almost got a contract for Vancouver in December. I would have gone to
visit you. I am sure of other possibilities. I worked for the “formation of
supervisors” for the Federal Government. If you come in the East, let me
know. We must finally meet and speak. I am more motivated than ever
and looking forward to work together for the developing of our Old Catholic
Churches.
You have hit in the thousands in your last letter. I took time to answer, to
get things evaluated. Now it is done – and the future belongs to us.”
It was a pleasure to read from you again. In Christ.
(signed)
+ Serge Theriault
Bishop Theriault 19 years later wrote to Archbishop Vercammen and Bishop
Müller of the Union of Utrecht, protesting about the admission of the Old Catholic
Church of BC into the Utrecht Union (letter of 4 July 2006). I leave the reader to
his or her own conclusions.
Translation of a letter from Fr. Serge A. Theriault 27 February 1978
27 February 1978
Father Serge A. Theriault
Parish of Hull
Anglican Church of Canada

The Rev. Fr. J. Gérard LaPlante
St. Raphael’s Parish
715 E 51st Avenue
Vancouver, BC V5X 1E2
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Dear Brother and friend:
It is true that I have not given you any news for many months. There has been
many changes in my ‘ecclesiastical life’; I am now an Anglican Priest.
I was re-ordained ‘sub-condition’ last 30 November by the Bishop of Ottawa, and
no I am working as a ‘dominical vicar’ Hull Parish. I celebrate Holy Eucharist in
French every Sunday at 10 am and engage to “frenchise” the Church in Québec.
Our Church is now called “The Episcopal Church of Canada” for the Québec
region, showing the ‘new mentality’ which was instated at the General Synod in
Calgary last August. You will find included a write-up in “The Citizen” of Saturday,
concerning the activities of the Church, Hull, reposting the “frenchisiation”.
I learned with joy that you have broken the links with the Liberal Catholic Church
– Theosophical. I knew that your attachment to the Apostolic Catholic was
stronger and links where not of significance. What is the ‘Liberal Catholic Church
of Ontario’? Is it the Liberal Catholic Church International of Daw and Company?
If so I don’t believe there is much to gain with this affiliation.
Why don’t you think of joining the ranks of the Utrecht Union?
As you are a living parish, the Polish National Catholic Church would accept you
without problem. Anyway, these problems concerned you more than myself and
you certainly have taken the best path.
As for myself, I believe that outside Utrecht, there is not much hope for an
“authentic” and satisfactory Catholicism. If it interests you, I could get you to get
in touch with one of my friends who work at the Old Catholic Mission in France
(Utrecht Union).
I continue to study theology full time at the ‘College Dominican d’ Ottawa’, and
very satisfied of the courses received. I have completed the pastoral master of
the ‘Universite St-Paul’, but I did not like the attitude of the Oblate Fathers. In my
situation as a Priest Catholic, but not Roman, I find the Dominican Fathers more
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open-minded and their theology serving less directly the interests of “Papism”
and “Romanists”.
I wish you much success in your new ecclesiastical option and to believe of my
religious sentiments in Our Lord.
(signed)
Serge A. Theriault, Priest
47F Promenade Woodfield
Ottawa, Ontario
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