
      

left:  Bishop 

Gérard 

LaPlante with 

Mr. Gerhard 

Oberauer 

holding the 

youngest of 

his six children 

on 3 June 

2007  

 

 

 

 

 

Looking back… 
 

Above is the wrought iron 

cross he designed and made 
for the family monument of 

the LaPlante family in 

Causapscal, Québec back in 
1985. Below is a picture of 

Mr. Oberauer at the completed 
monument in the fall of that 

year.    

The Fleur-de-

Lys 
A symbol of the Holy 

Trinity which is also 

used as a symbol of 

the Blessed Virgin, 

because of its 
derivation from the 

Madonna’s lily. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Old Catholic Church of B.C.        L’Église Vieille Catholique de C.B. 

Mr. Gerhard Oberauer from Valemount, BC stopped by on Monday, 1 
October 2007 on his way to Austria to install new iron fleur de lys in the 
bell tower.  He made them in his traditional blacksmith shop in Vale 
mount, BC, where he resides with his family. Mr. Oberauer and his wife 
Maria have been long time friends of Bishop Gérard and members of the 
Old Catholic Church of BC, dating back more than 20 years. His cast 
iron work is well known - especially in Whistler and Blue River, BC – 
because he learned his craft in the traditional way in Austria. He was 
featured in the German Canadian newspaper the “Kanada Courier” in 
December 1985 about his work and a copy of the article – written in 
German – is attached.  

 

1 October 2007 

  Fleur de Lys in the Bell tower of St. 

Raphael’s Old Catholic Church   
 

„Coast to Coast“                                      „D’un océan à l’autre“ 
 

Top and right picture: The bell tower with the 

new fleur de lys made by Austrian craftsman 

blacksmith Mr. Gerhard Oberauer   

1 October 2007 ● The Old Catholic Church of BC; 715 E 51st Ave.; Vancouver, BC V5X 1E2; Canada ● (604) 325-9193 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


