
 

 

June 2007 
News from Québec Province 

 
Baptisms of twins  

by Fr. Claude Lacroix 
 
Fr. Claude had the joyous occasion to 
baptize the twins Julien and Justin on June 
16, 2007.  He also blessed the marriage of 
their parents at that time and 56 people 
joined in for this celebration. 
 
Fr. Claude already had several baptisms this 
year and more are scheduled. There are 
many weddings lined up as well.   
 
Two Roman Catholic Priest are helping Fr. 
Claude with his Church and were accepted 
as such by Bishop Gérard as an ecumenical 
gesture, and to show that our missionary 
work continues and that we are following 
БŮǵ ĔĢ̊ ̊ Ā̋ Ġ Ģį  űБɐ [ĢſĠ WǵɐЬɐ / ŮſűɐБ Ṁḻ  БĢ 
ŤĢ Ā̋ Ġ ēĀ­ Бűуǵ Ā̂̂  ­ ǵĢ­ ̂ ǵḬṁ ű̋  vЬĥēǵĔ Ā̋ Ġ 
in British Columbia! 
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News from St. Raphael's Old Catholic Church 
 

Sunday 1 July 2007 Canada Day 
Baptism of Jordan Lea Fianza 

Visit of Mr. Ujjal Dosanjh, M.P., and former Premier of BC 
 

On Sunday 1 July we celebrated Canada 
Day at the Church with the baptism of 
Jordan Lea Fianza.  As you can see from 
the pictures, the Church was filled to the 
last seat.  This was the first baptism for 
Bishop Jürgen as a Bishop.  He married 
the couple in the summer of 2006, both 
are originally from the Philippines and 
both work as nurses.  They have been 
̊ ǵ̊ ēǵſɐ Ģį {БḺ wĀ­ ŮĀǵ̂ ḽɐ ɐű̋ Ĕǵ ỔỜỜỚḷ 
when they moved in our neighborhood. 
S­ ǵĔűĀ̂ ŤЬǵɐБɐ иǵſǵ . űɐŮĢ­ ɐḽ WбſŤǵ̋  
parents who were visiting from Germany. 
 

After the service Mr. Ujjal Dosanjh and his wife 
Raminder came and visited with the Church on the 
invitation of Bishop Gérard.  Mr. Dosanjh is our 
Member of Parliament (federal) and serves as 
critic for the Minister of Foreign Affairs in the 
Official Opposition Shadow Cabinet; he was the 
Minister of Health under the former Government. 
Before he got into federal politics he was the first 
Indo-Canadian and first visible minority premier in 
Canadian history here in our province of British 
Columbia.  
Left to right: Mrs. Marilyn Stankovics, Mrs. Raminder 
Dosanjh, Bishop Jürgen, Mr. Ujjal Dosanjh, M.P., Mr. 
Jean Doucet 
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On July 21, 2007 we 
c eleb ra ted  the wedd ing of 
Mr. Leonard  Parenteau a nd  
Ms. Rebec c a  Mc Nabb  – 
both Métis – a t St. Rapha el's 
Old  Ca tholic  Churc h. They 
a re both Metis and  long 
time members of St. 
Raphael's Old  Ca tholic  
Churc h.   

International Baptism at 
St. Raphael’s 

On July 29th 2007 we had 
the baptism of Kian 
Zachariah Williams at our 
Church, a truly 
international affair: The 
Father Jeff is from the USA – 
appropriately little Kian 
was born on the 4th of July 
– the mother is from 
Singapore, Debbie’s 
Brother Clive and his family 
attended coming from 
Brazil, and the Godparents 
are originally from Poland.    

 

Left: Bishop  Jürgen 
w ith the c oup le 
and  their family 
and  friends outside 
St. Raphael’ s Old  
Catholic  Churc h 
a fter the 
c eremony. 

Who are the Métis? 
The Métis peop le emerged  out 

of the rela tions of Ind ian 
women and  European men; 
they a re a  d istinc t Aborig ina l 

peop le,  and  have 
fundamenta lly shaped  

Canada 's expansion westward  
through their on-going 

assertion of their c ollec tive 
identity and  rights. 

(for more information see: 
www.metisnation.c a ) 

20% of the members of St. 
Raphael’s are of Métis heritage. 
 

The Old  Ca tholic  Churc h of BC  
“ Now from  Coast to Coast”  

Métis Wedding At St. 
Raphael’s 

 

Left: 
Bishop Jürgen 

with the 
newlywed 

couple, Mr. & 
Mrs. Leonard 
and Rebecca 

Parentau 
   

Above left: left to right: Mr. Jeff & Mrs. Debbie Williams (parents); Bishop 
Jürgen with little Kian, Deacon Michael, Mrs. & Mr. Zuzanna and 

Grzegorz Ciacma; above right: During the baptism 
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First Wedding in Québec! 
 The fitting  c elebra tion was a  
wedd ing in Québec , on the 
esta te of the Vignob le 
Carp interi. Bishop  Géra rd  
LaPlante offic ia ted , assisted  by 
Fr. Claude Lac roix.  
The b ride was bap tized  by 
Bishop  LaPlante on Dec ember 
24, 1980 a t St. Raphael’ s Old  
Catholic  Churc h in Vanc ouver, 
BC.  The Bishop  a lso bap tized  
her sister Ms Sabrina  Isabelle 
Perry, who was the ma id  of 
honor and  her brother Jean-

Philippe, who is now with the 
Canad ian Coast Guard . He was 
unab le to a ttend  his sister’ s 
wedd ing, bec ause his ship , the 
CCGS Des Groseilliers, was in the 
Anta rc tic .  
The owner of the vineyard  had  
erec ted  a  la rge tent to p rovide 
shelter for the c eremony and  the 
150 guests.  
The rec ep tion took p lac e on the 
upper level of the main build ing  
of the esta te. 
 
  

 

The Old  Ca tholic  Churc h of BC  

The Québec  government has 
rec ognized  the Old  Ca tholic  
Churc h of BC as an offic ia l 
Churc h. 
This was ac hieved  a fter more 
than two yea rs of work, 
c ountless hours of p repara tion 
of the required  doc umenta tion, 
numerous letters and  phone 
c a lls.   

Recognition in Québec! 
 

 

“Now from Coast to Coast”  

Bishop  LaPlante (right) 
with Fr. Lac roix in St-Ulric , 
Ma tane, Québec  

Left to right: 
Mr. Dave 

Gauthier (best 
Man), the 
b ride, Ms. 
Johanne 

Pa tsy-Perry, 
the groom Mr. 

Jimmy 
Levasseur, 

Bishop  Géra rd  
LaPlante 

Wedding in Québec  
 

•  First Wedd ing in 
Québec  a fter 
rec ognition by 
the Québec  
government 

 
•  Fr. Lac roix 

fea tured  in “ La  
Chronique”  of 
Lac  Beauport, 
Québec   
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Left to right: Bishop  Géra rd  LaPlante, the groom Mr. Jimmy Levasseur, Fr. Claude 
Lac roix, Mr. Tony Carp interi, the owner of Vignob le Carp interi 

Bishop  LaPlante (right) with Fr. Lac roix in front of the Vignob le Carp interi in St-Ulric , 
Ma tane, Québec  
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Ab ove: The Botw inski and  Muller 
family together w ith the c lergy of 

the Old  Ca tholic  Churc h of BC 
a fter the c eremony.  

Bac k row, left to right: Fr. Jürgen, 
Mr. Jean Douc et, Bishop  Géra rd  

LaPlante. Front row: Mr. Botw inski, 
Mr. Botw inski Jr., Mrs. Sonya  

Botw inski, Ma jor Wa lter Botw inski III, 
Mr. Muller, Mrs. Muller, his two kids 

 

On the day before his wedd ing 
Wa lt rec eived  a  very spec ia l 
g ift: He learned  tha t he was 
p romoted  from Capta in to 
Ma jor! Congra tula tions! 
The wedd ing rec ep tion took 
p lac e on the M.V. Hornb lower, 
taking the guests on a  sunset 
c ruise a round  Vanc ouver. It was 
thoroughly enjoyed  by the la rge 
c ongrega tion. 
We wish them God ’s b lessing on 
their life together! 

Ma jor Wa lter S. Botwinski III from 
Ellensburg , Washington and  Ms. 
Sonya  Muller from Vanc ouver, 
BC – both members of the Old  
Ca tholic  Churc h of BC – got 
married  on August 17 a t St. 
Raphael's Old  Ca tholic  Churc h 
in Vanc ouver, BC.   

Wedding with Military Honors 
On August 17, 2007 

 

Bishop  LaPlante (right) 
with Ma jor Wa lter 

Botwinski III, just before 
the wedd ing 

Left to right: 
Ma jor Wa lter 
Botwinski III, 
Ms. Sonya  

Muller, Bishop  
Gérard  

LaPlante 

Major Walt Botwinski III 
& Mrs. Sonya Muller 

 
•  He is sta tioned  in 

Washington Sta te   
 
•  He is highly dec ora ted  

having served  in many 
a reas of c onflic ts over 
the last two dec ades. 
Ha iti, Somalia , Kosovo, 
and  Iraq .  He a lso 
served  severa l years in 
Germany.    

 
•  Sonya  works for the 

Vanc ouver Port 
Authority.      
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Above: Fr. Jürgen, Mr. Jean Douc et, Ma jor Walter Botw inski III, Bishop  
Géra rd LaPlante, before the wedd ing 

Above, during the c eremony: Fr. Jürgen and Bishop Géra rd , in front, 
Ms. Sonya Muller and Major Walter Botwinski III 

  
Left to right, a fter the signing of the registry: Fr. Jürgen, Mrs. Gisela  
Ortmeyer, Mrs. & Mr. Walt Botwinski, Bishop Géra rd , Mr. Todd  Viau 

The new lyweds in front of the Church 

  
Singer Mrs. Suzanne Nord in, w ith Bishop  Géra rd , guest, and Fr. Jürgen The wedd ing pa rt a fter the c eremony in front of the Church 
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Look who is 
singing… 

Every day we have 
some small visitors 

stopp ing by to take 
a  ba th and  to sip  a  

d rink: Our little 
sparrows from the 

neighborhood . All of 
them, however, take 

off a round  3 pm, 
tha t’ s when the b ig  

Blue Jay c omes 
rolling  in, and  he 

doesn’ t share w ith 
nobody… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

below:  Bishop Gérard with the baptismal party; left to right: 
Mrs. Nancy Green, Mr. Brandon Elstose, Mr. Victor Newman 
Jr., Bishop Gérard holding little Terence, Deishone Newman, 

(the 5 year old brother), the mother, Mrs. Gail Hill,            
Mrs. Dolores Durocher 

 

The Old Catholic Church of B.C.        L’Église Vieille Catholique de C.B. 

This Sunday, Sep tember 2, 2007 we had  the 
bap tism of Terenc e Vic tor Owen Newman.  
He is the 5th g rea t – g randc hild  of our fa ithful 
members Mr. Tulum & Mrs. Dolores Duroc her.  
Terenc e fa ther Vic tor Jr. is from the Kwakiutl 
First Na tion in Port Hardy, his mother Ga il is 
Ha ida  Na tion from the Queen Charlotte 
Islands, this is their sec ond  c hild .  Their first 
son, Deishone Newman was bap tized  a t St. 
Raphael’ s Old  Ca tholic  Churc h on 22 
September 2002 by Fr. Jürgen Sc hmode.  
 

2 September 2007 
First Nation Baptism 

 

„Coast to Coast“                                       „D’un océan à l’autre“  
 

Left to right: 
The 

Godparents, 
Mr. Brandon 
Elstose & Mrs. 
Nanc y Green, 

hold ing 
Terenc e 

Newman, his 
fa ther Vic tor 
Newman Jr., 

Bishop  
LaPlante  
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Above : before 
the baptism:  

Bishop  Géra rd  
w ith little Terenc e 
and  Mrs. Dolores 
Duroc her hold ing 

the trad itiona l 
bap tisma l d ress of 

the family. 
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 Above : the 
bap tism:   

Left: The happy 
pa rents, Mr. Josh 
Winterha lt, Mrs. 

Sa rah Ca llies and  
little Kea la   

 

 

 

 

On Sa turday, 15 Sep tember 2007 
Bishop  Géra rd  LaPlante departed  to 
Vanc ouver Island  for the bap tism of 

Kea la  Wayne Winterha lt, daughter of 
Mr. Josh Winterha lt and  his wife Mrs. 
Sa rah Ca llies. He was ac c ompanied  

by members of the Churc h, Mrs. 
Dolores Duroc her, Mr. Jim Gee, and  Mr. 

Jean Douc et.  True to his missionary 
c a lling  the Bishop  bap tized  near a  

Lake.  For the oc c asion the 
grandmother c ame from New York, 

USA.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Below left:  Bishop Gérard LaPlante anoints Keala                 Below right: The baptismal candles are handed out 
 

The Old Catholic Church of B.C.        L’Église Vieille Catholique de C.B. 

15 September 2007 
Baptism of Keala Wayne Winterhalt 

 

„Coast to Coast“                                       „D’un océan à l’autre“  
 

Left: During  
the bap tism 

of Kea la  
Wayne 

Winterha lt: 
Bishop 
Gérard  

LaPlante w ith 
the parents 

Mr. Josh 
Winterha lt 
and  Mrs. 

Sarah Ca llies  
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Left: The 
happy 
pa rents 

Above : a fter the bap tism: 
Bishop  Géra rd  LaPlante w ith 
a  neighbor’ s baby; on the 
left, Mrs. Winterha lt from 

New York, USA  
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left:  Bishop  
Géra rd  

LaPlante w ith 
Mr. Gerha rd  

Oberauer 
hold ing  the 
youngest of 

his six c hild ren 
on 3 June 

2007  
 

 

 

 

 

Looking bac k… 
 

Above is the wrought iron 
cross he designed and made 
for the family monument of 

the LaPlante family in 
Causapscal, Québec back in 
1985. Below is a picture of 

Mr. Oberauer at the completed 
monument in the fall of that 

year.    

The Fleur-de-
Lys 

A symbol of the Holy 
Trinity which is also 
used as a symbol of 
the Blessed Virgin, 

because of its 
derivation from the 

Madonna’s lily. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The Old Catholic Church of B.C.        L’Église Vieille Catholique de C.B. 

Mr. Gerhard Oberauer from Valemount, BC stopped by on Monday, 1 
October 2007 on his way to Austria to install new iron fleur de lys in the 
bell tower.  He made them in his traditional blacksmith shop in Vale 
mount, BC, where he resides with his family. Mr. Oberauer and his wife 
Maria have been long time friends of Bishop Gérard and members of the 
Old Catholic Church of BC, dating back more than 20 years. His cast 
iron work is well known - especially in Whistler and Blue River, BC – 
because he learned his craft in the traditional way in Austria. He was 
featured in the German Canadian newspaper the “Kanada Courier” in 
December 1985 about his work and a copy of the article – written in 
German – is attached.  
 

1 October 2007 
  Fleur de Lys in the Bell tower of St. 

Raphael’s Old Catholic  Churc h   
 

„Coast to Coast“                                       „D’un océan à l’autre“  
 

Top  and  right p ic ture: The bell tower with the 
new fleur de lys made by Austrian c ra ftsman 

b lac ksmith Mr. Gerhard  Oberauer   

1 Oc tober 2007 ţ  The Old  Ca tholic  Churc h of BC; 715 E 51st Ave.; Vanc ouver, BC V5X 1E2; Canada  ţ  (604) 325-9193 
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