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The Old Catholic Church of BC: A Haven of Cultural
Diversity in Vancouver

Sunday Holy Mass celebration at the Old Catholic Church of BC.

As Easter approaches, a period marked by intense devotion in the Catholic
liturgical calendar, the Old Catholic Church of BC distinguishes itself through
its respect for traditional rites, the richness of its liturgy, and its warm
welcome to the cultural diversity of its parishioners.

The Church was founded in 1921. It follows the tradition of the Old Catholic
Church, a Christian branch born in the 18th century regarding papal
infallibility.



Monsignor Gérard Laplante, originally from Gaspésie, was ordained a priest in
1975 and consecrated as bishop in 1979. Over the years, he has made this
Church a welcoming place without discrimination for faithful of all origins.
"Our primary mission has always been to welcome without judgment, while
valuing the richness of cultural diversity."

A Growing Religious Fervor

Today, the Old Catholic Church welcomes more than a hundred people and is
practically packed every Sunday. This success is explained by a unique
balance between religious traditions and openness to the expectations of a
pluralistic society.

One of its peculiarities is the invitation for parishioners to recite the "Our
Father" aloud in their mother tongue. It is common to hear about ten
languages, including English, French, German, Spanish, Italian, Portuguese,
Tagalog, Russian, Dutch, Chinese, and Japanese.

Tina Fox, an English speaker of Italian origin who has been attending the
Church for six months, shares her experience: "l had never prayed aloud in
Italian before, but by reciting the 'Our Father'in my parents' language, | feel
closer to them."

Her husband, Daniel Fox, of Ukrainian origin and a former Vancouver police
officer for 32 years, gives an eloquent testimony: "After attending a service,
communicating with the clergy, and meeting the bishop and various
parishioners, my wife and | recognized that this was a very special place
because this church loves people. It's a low-barrier church, it loves everyone,
it accepts everyone as they are." "It's a small church with a big heart," adds his
wife.

A Place of Worship and Solidarity

The church steeple is topped with a rooster located above the cross,
surrounded by four fleurs-de-lis, which testifies to the betrayal of Saint Peter,
inspired by a European custom.
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Erik Herok, an English-speaking Montrealer established on the West Coast,
states that he "greatly appreciates the atmosphere and decor within the
church, with its inspiring icons, in addition to the possibility of hearing and
expressing oneself in French."

A Committed Community

For many newcomers to Canada, the Old Catholic Church of BC represents a

varied, unpretentious religious community that becomes a significant place of
integration.

In a recent sermon, Mgr. Laplante, speaking of compassion and solidarity,
reminded his faithful of their civic duty to vote in the upcoming federal
elections. Without mentioning the name of any political party, he recalled the
importance of voting according to one's conscience, specifying that in
Canada, citizens are free to elect the political leaders of their choice.
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(from left to right): Father Martin Lotho (Filipino), Father Sarmed Biloues (Iraqi),
Monsignor Gérard Laplante, parishioner Andrisa Rodriguez (Brazilian) and
altar server Daniel Fox (Ukrainian)

An International Influence

Monsignor Laplante's work extends beyond Canadian borders. The Old
Catholic Church of BC now provides apostolic supervision of a church in the
Philippines, in Germany, as well as a parish of Chaldean-Catholic origin, led
by Father Sarmed Biloues, of Iraqi origin. This parish located in Surrey reaches
Jordanian, Syrian, Lebanese, and Armenian parishioners living in Greater
Vancouver. Religious celebrations are held in Arabic following the liturgy of the
Old Catholic Church of BC.
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"The cultural pluralism of our parishioners has become a unifying element
that allows each person to affirm their identity while belonging to a larger
community," explains Monsignor Laplante. "On the coat of arms of the
Church, it is written 'may your kingdom come'; specifying that if the church is
always full, it is because the faithful come seeking an unwavering loyalty to
our Savior, Jesus Christ."

Holy Week Celebrations

During Holy Week from April 13 to 20, the Old Catholic Church of BC will offer
traditional celebrations: Palm Sunday, the institution of the Eucharist, the Way
of the Cross, the Easter Vigil (with two baptisms planned), and Easter Sunday
to celebrate the Resurrection.

For more information: oldcatholicbc.com



